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Join the Seniors

Columbiana Senior Center 
at the Rec. Building

Monday – Friday 
9 AM until 1 PM

For More Information call 
Donna Higgins 

at (205) 669-3969
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Elvin hill ElEmEntary school2 cornErstonE christian school

Congratulations to our 2011-2012 Teacher of the Year, 
Steven Kearley, and our Support Person of the Year, Geneva 
Johnson.  Both of these individuals are special, and deserving 
of this honor.

A big thank-you to Jan Smith and her team, for making our 
Parenting Day a huge success.  Thanks also to the parents 
who attended our event.  We appreciate our parents.

Another big thanks to Jan Smith for making our Red 
Ribbon Week Activities so much fun and such a big success.  
We thank Nancy Vansant and her team for planning such 
a wonderful Fall Festival.  Thanks to our Student Council, 
and their sponsors, for representing us in the Homecoming 
Parade.

Please remember that November 11th is Veteran’s Day 
Holiday.  Thank you to Mrs. Howell, Ms. Lespi, Mrs. Park, and 
Mrs. Bates for planning our annual Veteran’s Day Program.  
Thanksgiving Holidays are November 23rd – 25th.  

As you can see, Elvin Hill School enriches the student’s 
lives with many wonderful opportunities in a caring 
environment. We are thankful to have such a great school, 
staff, and supporting community.

colUmBiana miDDlE school

Mark your calendars!  The Cornerstone Christian School 
annual Shoot, Scoot, and Serve event is coming!  November 
14th, at beautiful Selwood Farms, the school will host a 
clay shoot.  Simultaneously, the elementary students will 
participate in a fall festival event and prayer walk on campus, 
while grades 7-12 will head out into the community to 
participate in service events at the Spirit of Hope Youth 
Ranch and several other venues. 

If you’re interested in shooting, sponsoring the event, or if 
you’re a nonprofit with a project we could serve on that day, 
contact Debbie Collins by email (dcollins@ccschargers.us) or 
phone (669-7777).

shElBy coUnty high school

Call the Shelby County Reporter at (205) 669-3131

Advertise in the 
ColumbiAnA newsletter

CMS Seventh grade student Merritt Harmon won first place 
for Artwork/Media in the “Tell the World What it Means to be 
Gifted” contest sponsored by the state gifted association. 

Congratulations to Rhonda Mack for being selected CMS 
Teacher of the year. Ms. Mack goes above and beyond to 
provide her students with plenty of opportunities to learn. 
Additionally, she is Beta Club sponsor. 

Congratulations to Maite Miller for being named the 
Bravo! Teacher of the Month. Ms. Miller does excellent work 
with the school’s Continuing School Improvement plan, and 
she is a valuable resource to other teachers.

The Shelby County High School Marching Band, better 
known as “The Pride of Shelby County,” competed in the 
Lake Martin Invitational on October 1, 2011. 

“The Pride” received the following awards along with 
the highest overall score for the day. The awards included 
all superior ratings (1), best band, best drum major, and 
best dance line in Class 4. Best overall drum major, best 
overall marching score, best overall music score, best overall 
woodwind section, and best soloist of the day. 

A total of 17 bands participated in the competition. 
Congratulations on a job well done!

november YArd of the month
Joyce and Craig Eaves

 370 Egg & Butter Road
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eNovember’s Drug Free Message

Talk to your children every day to set clear 
expectations about alcohol, tobacco and drug use.  
Make sure you set consequences for breaking the 
rules and follow through if a problem occurs.

For more information, please visit www.
shelbycountydrugfreecoalition.org.

The Shelby County Drug Free Coalition provides the 
drug free message each month.  The Coalition is a program 
of Family Connection made up of volunteers who are 
concerned about and want to reduce alcohol, tobacco and 
other drug use among our youth.  Representatives from law 
enforcement, health agencies, businesses, church and civic 
groups and Shelby County Schools are part of the Coalition.



The Offi cial Newsletter of the City of Columbiana September, 2009DECEMBER 2009                3



4

3rd  Annual Artist Market
Saturday, December 3, 2011, 9am – 3pm

 Over twenty artists will gather at the Shelby County Arts Council, 
104 Mildred Street, Columbiana, Alabama, for our 3rd Annual Artist 
Market.    The artist, all members of the Shelby County Arts Council, 
will gather to offer their one-of -a- kind art just in time for holiday 
shopping.  

 This year’s artists will feature pottery, jewelry, watercolors, oil 
paintings, acrylic paintings, clothing accessories and culinary arts.    
The market will also feature a silent auction with all items donated 
by participating artists.   Proceeds from the auction benefit the on-
going efforts of the Shelby County Arts Council to support, nurture 
and promote the arts and cultural opportunities in Shelby County, 
Alabama.

 Make plans to join us on the market’s opening day, Saturday, 
December 3, 2011, from 9am -3 pm.  Many of the artists will have 
their items available for purchase during the month of December at 
the Shelby County Arts Council gallery. 

 For more information on participating Artists visit our website 
www.shelbycountyartscouncil.com or call our office (205) 669-0044.

Visit us on facebook: www.facebook.com/shelby.arts.council

Rooted in the 

COMMUNITY
M&F Bank has deep roots as a 
community-minded bank. You won’t 
just see M&F employees in the 
bank - you’ll find us at the ballpark, 
at PTO meetings, and at local 
events. We, like you, are part of this 
community and we are committed 
to its continued growth.

Bank with a neighbor at M&F Bank.
www.mfbank.com • 205.678.2080

Member FDIC ©
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Upcoming Classes November and December 2011
 

Holiday-Themed Cards 
in Watercolor Workshop

uCreate a gorgeous Holiday-themed card (or two!) 
uNo need to buy expensive Christmas cards this year, 
    create your own!
uMaterials Provided!
uPaint your own subjects when you feel comfortable 
    with the basics
 
Saturday, November 12, 2011 - Price: $25 (All materials provided)
Instructor: Pat Hall
9am - 2pm (1/2 hour lunch break)
 
1 Session
Ages 15 and up!
Location: Shelby County Arts Council Studio – Columbiana
 

Espresso Yourself Workshops:
Faceless Angel

 uComplete a beautiful acrylic painting of a faceless angel 
     in just one class!
uAll materials provided! Just come, relax, and paint!
 
Thursday, December 1, 2011 - 6pm - 9pm
Price $35 (supplies included)
Class limited to 12 students.
Instructor: Susan Gordon
Location: Shelby County Arts Council Studio
                Mildred Street, Columbiana
  

 Bring on the Ring! 
Intermediate Art Metal Clay Workshop

 
MUST have completed the Intro to Art Metal Clay Class 
to participate
uLearn to correctly construct and size a band ring
uLearn to bezel set a stone
uUse syringe clay to “decorate” the band
uLab-grown stones will be available 
 
Saturday, November 19, 2011 – 9am - 4pm 
Price: $165 (supplies included)
Class limited to 4 students. 
All supplies furnished to complete one pendant.
Instructor: Nancy Burleson, Certified Art Metal Clay Instructor
Location: Shelby County Arts Council Studio
                Mildred Street, Columbiana
 

 
Please note:  There is a $25 Registration fee per student per year for 
all classes offered by the Shelby County Arts Council.
 
Share the wonders of arts and culture with your family and friends. 
Memberships are available for students, individuals, families, corporations, 
government agencies and artists.  For more information or to donate, please 
call 205-669-0044, or visit our website at www.shelbycountyartscouncil.
com and join online today! 205.669.0044
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Dr. Stancil Handley

“Cares For Eyes”

COLUMBIANA
669-4131

Autumn CAreGivinG tiP
As the trees around us explode in vibrant colors, we are 

reminded that the seasons are changing.  The change is 
gradual at first and we often try to pretend things are just 
the same as they were in the previous season.  Terms like 
“Indian Summer” often make sentiments like this more 
palatable.  But seasons do change, and even Indian Summer 
gives way to cooler temperatures for longer periods of time.  
Finally, we give in and admit that winter is upon us.  

Our lives are much like this.  Changes can invade our lives, 
our routine, everything we deem precious and untouchable.  
At first we can pretend they are not really there, focus in other 
directions, and postpone our perceptions.  But inevitably, as 
we all have experienced, the time comes when we have to 
admit certain changes have taken place.  Acceptance gives 
way to new perspectives and often we find ourselves adjusting 
in ways we had not envisioned.  As autumn continues to lead 
us to winter, remember that we will weather the change 
together with the help of family and friends.

Columbiana Health and Rehabilitation is a 63-bed skilled 
nursing facility located on Hwy. 25 in Columbiana.  The 
facility provides residents with access to extensively trained 
professionals in nursing care, physical, occupational and 
speech therapies.  For more information, call Kay Sertell 
Wheless at (205) 669-1712.

Columbiana Dance Academy 
& Lakeside Technologies LLC

Ribbon Cutting & Grand Opening Celebration with South 
Shelby Chamber of Commerce Friends Owners Elizabeth Moody 
Smith and Chris Smith. Also Pictured L-R: Marvin Copes(RSVP 
Program), Jim Strickland(Realty South & City Councilman), 
Gina Antolini(City Clerk), Wayne Johnsey(Piggly Wiggly & 
Columbiana Merchants & Professionals President), Mayor Allan 
Lowe(City of Columbiana), Linda Cook(Busy Hands Framing 
& Gifts), Fran Simmons(Asst. City Clerk), Jamie Gould(Zumba 
Instructor), Trevor Davis(Davis Drugs), and Jim Davis(Davis 
Drugs).

Annie’s Place 
(100 Ferry Road, Columbiana, AL 35051)

Photo left to right: Columbiana Policeman Gary Crumpton, Gina 
Antolini (Columbiana City Clerk ),Ouida Mayfield (Columbiana 
City Councilwoman), Mary Deloach,Peg Hill (SC Board of 
Education) , Wayne Johnsey (Columbiana Merchants and 
Professional Assoc. President), Joyce Lewis (cousin), Beverly 
Hall (Ret. Principal SCHS) , Betty Underwood (sister) Jane 
Hampton (SC Board of Education), Red Underwood (brother-
in-law), Anita Howard, Tear Lee, Columbiana Policeman Jeff 
Bower, Annie Drake cutting the ribbon, Columbiana Policeman 
Jimmy Woodard, Stacy Walkup (South Shelby County Chamber 
Exec. Director). Photo by Phoebe Donald Robinson
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Scrapbook All Weekend!
      (or make cards, cross-stitch, knit, crochet, or do any other craft)

Friday, Nov. 18 ~ 6 pm - Midnight
Saturday, Nov. 19 ~ 10 am - 6 pm

Columbiana United Methodist Church
$10.00 Weekend Admission Fee

 (or $5.00 if you only participate one day)
Door prizes

New Products 
Share Ideas

Fun and Fellowship
Buy/Sell gently used supplies and tools

What to Bring:   A snack to share, supplies 
and tools for your personal projects, and 
gently used supplies and tools that you may 
want to sell.  
Invite a friend to join you!

All are WELCOME! Please contact one of the following 
people to let us know if you will be joining us on 
Friday only, Saturday only or for the entire weekend: 
Sue Eddins 670-6985 ~ Agnes Pool 305-8375 ~ 
Kathy Corbitt 919-6089 ~ Jamie Barnes 529-6916
Or email:  KathyCorbitt@aol.com

local BUsinEss sPotlight
In 2002 a Pelham based business named 

Go Wireless decided that it was time to 
expand into a new market.  After considering 
several potential areas to locate, owner 
Mark Frey decided to open a new Nextel 
offi ce in Columbiana.  “I had only been to 
Columbiana once before when I was on a 
class fi eld trip with Coosa Valley Academy.”  
After opening the offi ce in 2002, I really 
fell in love with Columbiana and all of the 
people.  In 2003 Mark and his wife Mandy 
purchased a historical home downtown and 
have restored it.  

“When we opened up our offi ce in 2002, 
we had 4 phones to choose from.”  Now, 
Go Wireless offers over 60 different phones 
including the new iPhone 4s, Android, 
Blackberry, and a $20 unlimited home 
phone.  In addition they provide wireless 
internet, laptop computers and tablets with 
built in internet.  “We started out selling 
phones but the phones today are more like 
portable computers than they are phones.”  
Wireless internet has become a big part of 

our business and over the last few years, we 
have seen a real need to help customers with 
their computer needs.  Go Wireless has just 
brought in a team member with extensive 
computer networking experience.  Daniel 
Key is a Columbiana resident with over 
10 years of network experience that has 
joined forces with Go Wireless.  Mr. Frey 
explained, “As a Systems Administrator and 
IT Director, Daniel has supported up to 300 
users in multiple offi ces.  His experience 
and expertise makes him a perfect fi t for 
our company’s support of the ever growing 
computer needs for Columbiana and Shelby 
County.”

Sara Bailey has been with Go Wireless 
for 4 years and is really the glue that holds 
our offi ce together.  “Customers look to 
me for an answer about their new phone 
and all too often, I look to Sara to help us 
all to get up to speed on a new phone. John 
McDaniel makes up the remainder of our 
team and helps with activations, warranty 
claims, and our prepaid service.  We have an 

awesome team here and I have the utmost 
confi dence in them.   As a Christian based 
company, we truly want to make a difference 
in our community.  Go Wireless has built 
a reputation of going above and beyond to 
help their customers.  Instead of looking at 
customers as another dollar sign, our goal is 
to build relationships with the people.  “God 
has really blessed our business.  Customers 
can tell when you go the extra mile and they 
will tell their friends and family when you 
take care of them.”

“There is just something awesome 
about living and working in a close knit 
community like Columbiana.  It normally 
takes me 20 minutes to pick up a gallon of 
milk at “The Pig” because I know half of the 
people that I see.”  In this fast paced hustle 
and bustle world we live in where Facebook 
and text messages have taken the place of 
actual relationships with our neighbor, it’s 
nice to get back to the basics and spend 
some time talking with friends face to face, 
and enjoying small town living. 



What’s New At The Library
By Laurie Hackney - Director

Laurie 
 “Okay for Now” 

by Gary D. Schmidt

Shelia
“The Homecoming 

of Samuel Lake” 
by Jenny Wingfi eld

Barbara
“The Tender Mercy 

of Roses” 
by Anna Michaels

Retta
“The Night Strangers” 

by Chris Bohjalian

Agnes
“The Red Garden” 
by Alice Hoffman

Tues. Nov. 8th – 1 p.m. – Join us for our monthly Friends of 
the Library meeting and help plan programs that will raise 
awareness of our wonderful library!

Nov. 16th–Nov. 18th – Join us for the Friends of the Library 
Book & Bake Sale.  Find that perfect book and treat yourself 
to something sweet. 

Adult Knitting Classes
Every Tuesday from 10 until noon
Join the Loose Stitches Knitting group as we knit for 
charity, share patterns and fellowship!  We also encourage 
those of you who crochet to join us!

Columbiana Friends of the Library
7

So what’s new at the library?  Well, me of 
course, and I am so happy to be here.  Are 
you getting your regular dose of what 
Columbiana Public Library has to offer?  
You have books, audio books, movies, and 
great programs right at your fingertips.  
And you know what?  We are just getting 
better and better.

Are your friends talking about a great new 
book and you want to see what the fuss 
is about?  Check it out from the library.  
Did you miss that movie everyone raved 
about?  Check it out from the library.  Are 
you on the road too much to sit down with 
a book?  Try an audio book.  

November is the month to reflect on all 
the things in life we are thankful for.  I 
know the library is at the top of my list.  
Don’t be a stranger.  Regular patrons, 
please be sure to introduce yourself to me.  
I’m anxious to meet you.  If you’ve never 
been to the library, now is a good time to 
check us out.

What’s New At The Library

Pre-school Storytimes with Ms. Jennie
Join us every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m.
Bring your toddlers and enjoy stories, music, & more!

Nov. 1 – “Autumn Leaves”

Nov. 8 – “Thank You, Veterans”

Nov. 15 –“Thanksgiving Joy”

Nov. 22 – “Pick a Story”

Nov. 28 – “Rainy Days”



Columbiana is on Facebook!
If you are on Facebook, look for Columbiana, AL.

City of Columbiana
107 Mildred Street
Columbiana, AL 35051
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