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ELVIN HILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
February 9th  Miss Annie Visits 3rd Grade
February 10th       4th Grade Trip to Children’s Theater
February 15th     Dental Hygienist will visit   
   Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd Grades
February 21st                  No School, Weather Day

The 4th grade enjoyed a fabulous fi eld trip to the Water Festival 
in Montevallo, while the 5th grade participated in a historical fi eld 
trip to American Village during January.  

Thanks again to all the support the SGA received in the Pets & 
People Food Drive.  There is great joy in giving to such worthy 
causes.  As always our students and community supported the 
annual Skillet Bird Campaign.  For many years, the students 
and facility at Elvin Hill have participated in this project.  Skillet 
Bird spent many years collecting money for needy children in 
the Columbiana, Wilsonville and Shelby Communities so that 
children from these communities would have a special Christmas 
each year.  The ministry is sponsored by the Columbiana 
Methodist Church, but area schools also support this project.  
This year, the students and facility at Elvin Hill Elementary raised 
$1,150.00.  Teachers put jars on their desks and students donated 
change.  A “Hat Day” also brought in extra change.  It is through 
projects such as this that students learn the important life lesson 
of giving to others.  Skillet Bird spent many years being a blessing 
to others.  Our students, facility and staff continue with the 
project, so that we too, may all be a part of the blessing of sharing 
and providing to others in need.  The school and community are 
demonstrating that kind of deeds change lives, and that it is so 
comforting to know that we can count on each other through 
whatever life brings.  Our children are very blessed to be a part of 
a learning environment this is safe, caring, healthy and positive 
and where continuous improvement in all areas is the standard 
for excellence at Elvin Hill Elementary.     

COLUMBIANA MIDDLE SCHOOL
Congratulations to these six students who participated 

in Samford Honor Band in January: Kaitlin Bosshart, 
Nathan Brom, Kelli Roper, Olivia Snyder, Trey Sullivan, 
and Valerie White.  

Seventh grader Landon Bentley represented CMS at the 
county spelling bee January 21. 

Students in all science classes have been busy during 
the month of January getting science projects together for 
district qualifying at UAB. 

Students in Richard Scott’s seventh grade English class 
spent January working on research reports.  

FROM THE MAYOR’S OFFICE
On Sunday, February 6th at 2pm, Governor Robert Bentley will be in Columbiana.  

The governor will be here for a couple of reasons.  First, he and everyone who wants to 
attend will be there to celebrate Shelby County’s Birthday.  The Shelby County Historical 
Society is hosting the celebration and everyone is welcome.  Governor Bentley will also be 
in town to receive from the Historical Society the Pioneer Award.  This award is given to 
decedents of the fi rst families to settle in Shelby County.  I plan to present to the governor 
a proclamation designating February 6th as “Governor Robert Bentley Day”, and Secretary 
of State Beth Chapman will be present to make her always-interesting remarks for the day.  
If that’s still not enough reason to come out, then show up for the free refreshments.  Think 
of it as a Super Bowl pre-game show.

The Shelby County Cattleman’s Association Annual Rodeo will be in town February 26th 
and 27th, and that’s always a fun and exciting two nights.  A lot of work goes into bringing 
this event to town, and that’s why it’s the second largest rodeo in the state.  Bring your 
family and enjoy both nights as real cowboys and cowgirls entertain us all.  The week before 
the rodeo, Columbiana will hold its third annual Cowboy Parade.  If you were there for the 
fi rst two parades, you saw the number of horses, riders and other entries soar from one year 
to the next.  This year’s parade looks to surpass those numbers by a good sight.  There will 
also be more to do and see than ever before, and kids have always enjoyed watching the 
blacksmiths, ropers and other demonstrations that will be there.

While I have your attention, I’d like to thank the several readers who contacted me and 
gave me their thoughts about what they liked about this past Christmas Parade, and what 
they would like to see differently in the next one.  We have a great day of events that day, 
but there’s always room for improvement.  With your suggestions, we’ll have an even better 
one next year.

Finally, I want to recognize our local American Legion Post 131.  This organization 
exists to benefi t our local veterans and our community.  Sometime in April, Post 131 will 
hold an assembly to appropriately retire American Flags that have become too faded or 
worn to be properly fl own and displayed.  Between now and then,  please bring such fl ags 
either to City Hall or the Columbiana Police Department, and I, as a member of Post 131, 
will insure that they will be retired in a manner that is proper and dignifi ed for symbols of 
this great country that God has blessed for over 230 years.

I hope to see you soon at these several events in town.  I’m glad to live in a small town, 
and I’m proud to be your mayor.  

      Allan Lowe
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Shelby County Arts Council hosts visiting authors!

Rick Bragg, author of Prince of Frogtown
Thursday, Feb 3, 7pm
Jeff State College, Shelby Campus
 
Robert Inman 
author of Old Dogs and Children, 
Captain Saturday and Dairy Queen Days
Thursday, February 24, 2011
 
Dolores Hydock & Bobby Horton
performing Starch in her Petticoats
Sunday, March 6, Pelham library
Thursday, March 31, Montevallo Library
 
Please visit www.shelbycountyartscouncil.com for locations and times.  
Community events are free and open to the public.
This program has been made possible by grants from the  Alabama State 
Council on the Arts, the National Endowment for the Arts and the Alabama 
Humanities Foundation.  
Pelham Library, Shelby County Arts Council and Jeff State Community 
College have also provided funding. 

The Shelby County Arts Council is a not for profi t, 501c3 organization.  The attached picture is 
Rhonda Wharton, SCAC board member, standing and Susan Dennis, arts and education director, 
seated.

Arts Calendar

New Youth Chorale
The Shelby County Children’s Chorale is now fi lling vacancies in our 
choir for the Spring 2011 semester!
Grades 4-8
Singing, Music reading, stage presence, choreography and more! 
Come join the Shelby County children’s Chorale 
for an experience you’ll never forget!
Schedule: Wednesdays 3:45 – 5:15pm 
Location: Shelby County Arts Council Studio
Tuition: $40/month

 Have a Heart for the Arts
 “Have a Heart for the Arts Fashion Show & Luncheon”
Saturday, February 5th, 11 AM - 1 PM
First Baptist Church of Columbiana
Tickets available in online: www.shelbycountyartscouncil.com! Click 
on events! Call 205-669-0044 for more information

 

Shelby County Arts Council

Savvy   
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Member FDIC

www.mfbank.com • 205.663.9894

What can I help you with today? A mortgage, 

car loan or retirement plan? We work with you 

to reach your financial goals. Focused on you, 

that’s My M&F Bank.

Stop by any branch today and get to know us.

Dr. Stancil Handley

“Cares For Eyes”

COLUMBIANA
669-4131



Tues. Feb. 8th – 1 p.m. – FOL meeting and book sale set-up
9th, 10th, & 11th – 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. – FOL Book and Bake 
Sale
Sat. Feb. 12th – 9 a.m. – Quilts for Kids meet and work on 
quilts
Wed. Feb. 23rd – 9 a.m. – Pinwheel Stars Quilt Class
Thurs. Feb. 24th – 6 p.m. – Family Movie Night

Columbiana Friends of the Library
7

The Loose Stitches
Every Tuesday from 10 until noon
Learn to knit, or if you already know how, just come 
and be with our lively group “The Loose Stitches” for 
lots of tips, pattern sharing, & fellowship.

Adult Knitting Classes
Pre-school Storytimes with Ms. Jane
Join us every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m.
1st – “Groundhog’s Day”
8th – “Valentine’s Day”
15th – “Let’s Go the Dentist”
22nd – “Five Senses”

Scrapbook All Weekend

Friday, Feb. 25 ~ 6 pm - Midnight
Saturday, Feb. 26 ~ 10 am - 6 pm

Columbiana United Methodist Church

For more information contact Kathy Corbitt
(205) 919-6089 or e-mail kathycorbitt@aol.
com.

Mary Anne King Memorial Book Group
Tues. Feb. 22nd – 6 p.m. – Members each read a classic of 
their choosing and meet to discuss them.

Daytime Friends of the Library Book Group
Daytime Friends of the Library Book Group
If you’ve been looking for a daytime book group, we’re 
pleased to let you know that there is one that meets the 
third Thursday of each month at 10:30 a.m. in the parlor 
of the Columbiana Methodist Church.  They read a variety 
of popular titles.  Call the library 669-5812 to fi nd out 
the book of the month.  February’s meeting date will be 
Thursday, the 17th.

Downloadable Audio & E-Book Class
Tues. Feb 15th - Come in between 6 – 7:30 p.m. and bring your Nook, 
iPad, MP3 player, etc. and learn how to download our free audio and 
e-books!

What’s New At The Library

Know your city
Stancil Handley was born in Oakman, Alabama.  He was reared in Saginaw, Alabama and 

attended Thompson High School.  
Stancil Handley has resided in Columbiana for 31 years.  All 3 of his 

children attended Shelby County High School and he stated that this is a 
great place to raise a family!

    Councilman Handley is in his 1st term as a member of the City 
Council.  He stated that he is enjoying serving as a councilman more 
than he imagined.

Dr. Handley currently serves on the following boards within the city:  
the Beautifi cation board (past president), Public Safety Committee, Vice 
President of the Merchants & Professionals Association, Member of the 
Neighborhood Watch .

Dr. Handley is a self employed Doctor of Optometry and has 
practiced in Columbiana for 31 years.  He prides on the providing 
eye care for Columbiana and the surrounding areas.

Stancil Handley’s goals for the city in 2011:  He would like to be instrumental in leading 
Columbiana citizens to the realization that if we all will work together we can accomplish much 
more than working separately, resulting in Columbiana being the envy of every city in Shelby 
County.

A fun fact about Stancil Handley:  My wife and I love antiques and love to travel, but we work 
to support our habit of horse.  We currently have 11 horses and would be on them every day if 
we could.  YEE HAW!!!

Dr. Stancil Handley
City Councilwoman 

District 2

ADVERTISE IN THE 
COLUMBIANA NEWSLETTER

Call Jessica Hardin at the 
Shelby County Reporter

(205) 669-3131

DRUG FREE MESSAGE
More teens are abusing prescription and over-the-counter medications than any 

other illicit drug except marijuana.  Monitor quantities of and control access to your 
medications.  For information on safeguarding medications in your home, please 
visit www.shelbycountydrugfreecoalition.org.  

The Shelby County Drug Free Coalition provides the drug free message each month.  The Coalition 
is a program of Family Connection made up of volunteers who are concerned about and want to reduce 
alcohol, tobacco and other drug use among our youth.  Representatives from law enforcement, health 
agencies, businesses, church and civic groups and Shelby County Schools are part of the Coalition.

Join the Seniors
Columbiana Senior Center at the Rec. 
Building
Monday – Friday 9 AM until 1 PM
For More Information call Donna Higgins at 
(205) 669-3969
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Columbiana is on Facebook!
If you are on Facebook, look for Columbiana, AL.

City of Columbiana
107 Mildred Street
Columbiana, AL 35051
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