
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBIANA, ALABAMA 

May 5, 2015 

The City Council of the City of Columbiana, Alabama met in a Regular Session in the 
Council Chambers of Columbiana City Hall at 6:00p.m., Tuesday May 5, 2015. After a 
planned walkthrough of the new Senior Center across the street, Mayor Stancil Handley 
called the meeting to order and then asked City Clerk Mark Frey to call roll after the 
invocation and pledge. 

Present: 

Absent: 

Council member Leslie Whiting 
Council member Ricky Ruston 
Council member Kim King 

None. A quorum was present. 

Council member Barbara Moore 
Council member Ouida Mayfield 
Mayor Stancil Handley 

CONSENT AGENGA 

A. Approval of Minutes: April 21, 2015 -Regular Meeting. 
B. Approval of City Clerk Mark Frey to use the credit card to cover cost of 

meals and accommodations for the AAMCA Clerks Training and League of 
Municipalities Conference in Tuscaloosa- May 151

h through the 19th. Not to 
exceed $800. 

Council member Whiting moved to approve the consent agenda and Council member 
King seconded the motion which given to a vote and was approved unanimously by all 
members present. 

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 

• Library- Director Tom Rary reported that the Summer Reading kicks off on 
May 141

h. This year they will be drawing for an iPad Mini for the Elementary, 
Middle and High School students that participate in the Summer Reading 
Program. The Summer Movie series is also starting up. Tom will also be taking 
over writing of the Library article for the Shelby County Reporter. The 
Columbiana Police Department will be participating in reading to students at the 
Library as well. 

• Admin - Mark Frey reported that several employees have been out in the 
Administration Department but everything is going well. Today he and the 
Mayor met with John DeLoach to go over the results of the City Audit and 
everything is business as usual. 

• Rescue- Matt Rush reported that as we are moving into the heat of summer, it is 
always a struggle with keeping the AC units and equipment running. There were 



182 rescue calls at the Columbiana station last month. RPS has been 
overwhelmed lately in our area and Shelby County Rescue has received a lot of 
the extra calls to take up the slack. 

Council member Mayfield asked if there was still a problem with the radio system 
here in Columbiana. Matt reported that 911 had contracted with several people to 
repair the system without success at this point. There is a new system that will tie 
the 911 radio system to the Southern Line Radios in order to extend coverage. 

Mayor Handley asked City Clerk Mark Frey to have a representative from the 911 
service to come down to the next Council meeting in order to give an update 
about the radio system issues. 

• Streets - Department Head Allen Reynolds reported that his guys are cutting 
grass and finishing up on the sidewalk project on Thompson Street. The 
contractor has 3 small places left and this will complete the project. The old 
sidewalks will be pressure washed to more closely match the repairs that have 
been done. 

• Environmental Services - Chris Lee thanked the Council for their support and 
encouragement. The lift station project in from of the Piggily Wiggly has been 
completed. Chris reported that he and Skylar will be starting Grade II Classes on 
May 19th and this will run through August 1 ih. The County pump station has had 
issues with debris that is coming from the Jail. This has been an ongoing problem 
and the Jail is working on a plan to remedy this problem. 

The generator at the plant went down due to a water pump problem and a pump 
out at the lagoon has also needed repair. Skylar is taking his CDL test tomorrow. 

• Fire - Rodney Reid reported that ISO inspection just finished and everything 
went well. The Department is making a few minor adjustments. All of the 
apparatuses are working fine and there are no known issues at this time. Many of 
the guys have been getting trained at the Alabama Fire College and many are 
working on certifications. 

• Police Department - Chief Lamar Vick reported that an inmate escaped from the 
CEC. They feel certain that they know where he is heading and have leads to 
apprehend him. Chief Vick reported that the newspaper reports escapes weekly 
here in Columbiana. These are generated when convicts are ordered to appear for 
work release and they don't show up. This generates an escape report. 

Chief Vick stated that he is looking into purchasing body cameras for the officers and 
is seeking grant opportunities to help with funding. 

The Chief introduced KC Handley as the newest officer to come on board with the 
department. He has passed his PT test and graduated from the Police Academy in 
Jefferson County. KC has volunteered as a Reserve Officer here for I Yz years and 



also worked as a part time dispatcher. He received his certificate last Sunday and 
Columbiana will benefit from his knowledge and enthusiasm. Officer Handley 
thanked the Mayor and Council for their support and he looks forward to serving the 
City of Columbiana. 

Jon Harrison reported that last weekend's first Music on Main event went great. Relay For 
Life is this Friday night and on Saturday there will be a Tires and Tails Car Show is going to 
be in town. Tour de Cure is coming up and preparations for this year's Liberty Day are in 
full swing. Council member Whiting asked about this year's Music on Main. Mayor 
Handley stated that Bruce Andrews is helping line up the bands on behalf of the Columbiana 
Merchants and Professionals Association. 

• Council member Whiting made a motion to suspend the regular Council meeting in 
order to hold a public hearing which was seconded by Council member Mayfield. A 
roll call vote was taken. The results were: 

Yea: 

Nay: 

Council member Leslie Whiting 
Council member Ricky Ruston 
Council member Kim King 

None. 

Council member Barbara Moore 
Council member Ouida Mayfield 
Mayor Stancil Handley 

Mayor Handley asked if there was anyone who would like to speak for or against the 
proposed change to Columbiana Zoning Ordinance # 215 in regards to the lot size of 
R1 lots. No one spoke in favor of or in opposition to said ordinance. The Mayor 
noted that this ordinance, if accepted during a vote at the next Council meeting in 2 
weeks, would change the lot width of an R 1 lot from a minimum of 100 feet down to 
75 feet as long as the lot has access to City Sewer service. The side setbacks are also 
amended to reflect a 12 foot side setback instead of the 15 foot setback as set in the 
current ordinance. The minimum lot size would be changed from 20,000 feet to 
15,000 feet. 

Council member King made a motion to close the public hearing which was seconded 
by Council member Mayfield. A show of hands vote was taken and the vote to end 
the public meeting was unanimous. 

Mayor Handley called the regular Council meeting back to order. 

• Update on the Abatement at Hwy 305- Bentley Property. Due to a family illness the 
Council unanimously voted to postpone the proceedings until after the family made 
adjustments. 

• Update on the Abatement at Hwy 203- Maddox Property. There was no report from 
the Maddox family at this meeting. The Council asked the Maddox family to give a 
monthly update on how the demolition plan is progressing. 



• Mayor Handley welcomed the Poe family. Mr. Poe said that their hotdog cart was 
very busy during the Farmers Market and Music on Main. Mrs. Poe stated that this 
was their first Music on Main event and they were impressed and were looking 
forward to these Friday night events. 

• Mayor Handley and the Council discussed the potential for allowing Mobile Food 
Carts here within the City. After much discussion- the Mayor and Council will 
write down their concerns so that they may be addressed at the next Council meeting. 
Everyone on the Council was asked by Mayor Handley, to email or bring their 
request to City Clerk Mark Frey so that a new ordinance may be written to consider 
at the next meeting. 

MAYORS REPORT 

Mayor Handley reported that John DeLoach came down and met with him and Mark to 
go over the audit. The summary was that John felt like the City is making progress in the 
right direction. John works with many municipalities and we value his opinion. There 
were only 2 minor recommendations noted and everything looked great. 

The old ECA property has been purchased and now has a new owner. Mayor Handley 
thanked this Industrial Development Board, legal counsel, Mark Frey and everyone who 
worked on this project. The seller paid an old sewer bill in the amount of almost $5,000 that 
had been uncollected from ECA. He also noted that this property has also been placed back 
on the Tax Records and is no longer exempt from paying the ad valorem tax. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Council member King announced that the Shelby County High School Softball Team won 
the area last Tuesday and they will be traveling down to Troy to compete in the District on 
Thursday. Council member Ruston noted that the SC High School Golf Team won the Sub
Regional for the first time ever and the football team will be playing their spring game in 
Springville on Friday night. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 

There being no further business, Council member King moved that the meeting be adjourned, 
Council member Whiting seconded and the motion passed by vote of all members of the 
Council present. Mayor Handley declared the meeting adjourned at 7:46p.m. 




