
 
 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBIANA, ALABAMA 

June 2, 2015 
 

 
 

The City Council of the City of Columbiana, Alabama met in a Regular Session in the Council Chambers of 
Columbiana City Hall at 6:00 p.m., Tuesday June, 2, 2015.  Mayor Handley called the meeting to order and stated 
that Assistant City Clerk, Frances Sammons would be standing in for the vacationing City Clerk for this meeting.  
The Mayor then asked Assistant City Clerk Frances Sammons to call roll after the invocation and pledge. 

 
Present:  Council member Leslie Whiting  Council member Barbara Moore  
  Council member Ricky Ruston  Council member Kim King 
  Council member Ouida Mayfield Mayor  Stancil Handley 
 
Absent: None. A quorum was present. 
 

CONSENT AGENGA 
 

A. Approval of Minutes: - May 19, 2015 – Regular Meeting 
B. Recommendation for the Reappointment of Rick Williams (term currently ended 

on 10/1/14) to the Columbiana Planning and Zoning Commission.  Term to 
expire of 10/01/19. 

C. Acceptance of resignation of Howard Rasco from the Planning and Zoning 
Commission effective 05/14/15. 

 
Item “C” was moved ahead of  “B” and after some discussion, Council member Whiting  moved 
to approve the consent agenda and Council member King seconded the motion, which given to a 
vote was approved unanimously by all members present. 

 
GUEST SPEAKER 

 
Mayor Handley briefed everyone about the lawsuit regarding Hali Wood vs. City of Columbiana and their 
affiliation with JCS.  In the absence of guest speaker, Attorney Bent Owen due to illness, City Judge, 
Mike Atchison was asked to address the council.  Judge Atchison stated the contract with JCS had been 
terminated and all collections are being handled in house and at this point, everything seems to be going 
smoothly.  Judge Atchison then shared court collection procedures and his impressions of the case. 
 

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 
 
• Library – Columbiana Library Director, Tom Rary reported that the Library is very busy with 

their summer programs.  The official kick off is June 3, 2015 at 1:00 pm with live juggling and 
magic show among other things.  Sign up for the 2014 summer program was 173 and the 2015 
summer program currently has 182 signed up.  There will be movies on Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday of each week.  McWane Center will be coming next week and on Saturday June 20, 
2015 there will be a program “Lost Facts of the American Revolution “in conjunction with the 
George Washington Museum.  This month the number of volumes circulating is 4600.  Each 
week there is a column in the Shelby County Reporter that outlines the coming week events.  



These events can also be found on the city website, on the Friends of the Library facebook page, 
the Bugler and a sandwich board in front of the library.  

 
 
• Fire – Rodney Reed with the Fire Department reported that everything is going good as 

they are preparing for Liberty Day.  They will have the 5 misting tents with an EMT 
located at each tent.  Bret Ashworth is a medic and will be joining the department. The 
mayor asked that the Public Safety Committee discuss the swearing by the mayor of new 
police officers and firefighters at a council meeting.  Council member Whiting asked if 
the fire department had carbon monoxide equipment and was told that the department had 
one and they had a call as recently as one week ago.  Equipment inspection went well 
with only one thing remaining.  Pump Engine 42 did not have a pump test done, and they 
would be doing that in the near future. 

 
• Admin – Assistant City Clerk, Frances Sammons stated that the volunteer from M4A 

Mrs. Kathy Arthur will be leaving the city later this month.  Mrs. Arthur has been 
working with City Clerk Mark Frey and has really been an asset to the city.  Mayor 
Handley suggested that we have a departmental luncheon showing our appreciation for 
her hard work. 
 

• Streets – Allen Reynolds reported that they had a serious problem with Towncreek 
Apartments.  Residents have their garbage cans locked, chained, tied or otherwise 
attached to balcony poles to the extent that they cannot be moved around for pick up by 
city employees.  When employees try to remove the trash they have been injured from 
broken glass and other items.  He asked that the city send a notice to the residents of the 
apartments that garbage must be bagged and cans be accessible where workers can empty 
them without removing the garbage by hand.  The mayor asked that a list be provided of 
problem areas and each would be addressed according to the city ordinance.  Allen also 
reported that the brush truck is down and is in the shop.  New employee CJ Reed will be 
part-time for now and if everything works out will be placed on full time.   

 
• Police – Chief Vick reported that the Click It or Ticket campaign just finished up.  Check 

points were set up and citations were issued.  The campaign also resulted in some drug 
arrest, and warrant arrest.  Since school is out, Sgt. Lilly is working warrant duties, 
business license enforcement and ordinance enforcement.  The Shelby County Chapter of 
the NAACP rally will be held on June 20th.  The group will meet at the city park 
(Summer Classics property) and move to the Shelby County Museum and Archives area 
for a march to the Shelby County Courthouse.  South Main Street will be closed from 
around 10:00 am until 11:00 am and North Main Street in front of the courthouse will be 
closed from around 10:00 am until 2:00 pm.   If there is inclement weather, the event will 
be held at the Exhibition Center.  The Mayor requested that the merchants on Main Street 
be notified of the street closing. 

 
• Marketing – Jon Harrison reported that Liberty Day clean-up is Saturday, June 20th.  

Everyone should meet at the gazebo in front of city hall at 7:00 am.  Council member 
Mayfield stated that the clean-up would be completed before the gathering later in the 
morning.  Liberty Day T-shirts are in.  Youth small – Adult XL large $12 and 2XL $15. 



 
• Environmental Services – Dale Lucas reported that his employees attended another 

class today held in the Police Department.  These classes are in preparation for 
certification.  Dale reported that he performed sewer inspections on Carters Lane and in 
front of Renasant Bank today.  A brass clean out was installed for later access in front of 
the bank and new PVC sewer pipe was used.  Dale shared 3 different options the city will 
have for this maintenance that would be fitted in the existing terra cotta pipe.  Once the 
ongoing flow study is completed, line maintenance will begin possibly using this new 
pipe beginning with the areas most in need.   

 
• Discussion on Resolution 06-15-01 Demolition Agreement 304 Old Hwy. 25 – Bentley 

Property -  Mr. and Mrs. Bentley were present and presented an amended schedule of 
improvements that stated their plan to complete renovations in the next 24-26 months.  
The mayor reported that the city may pass the resolution and then administratively delay 
the demolition as long as the work is continuing to be done.  There was a discussion to 
particulars of the improvements to be made.  It is the mayor’s desire that this project not 
be passed on to the next administration and a review will be completed by October 2016.  
At that time a certificate of occupancy from the county along with approval from Hand 
Arendall, LLC and agreement of council will be required in order to set the abatement 
process aside.  If improvements are not complete, council will then meet and decide to 
either continue the administrative delay or move forward with demolition.   
 

• Council member Mayfield introduced the following resolution: 
 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 06-15-01 

 
A RESOLUTION ORDERING THE DEMOLITION OF A 
BUILDING OR STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 304 OLD HIGHWAY 
25, COLUMBIANA, ALABAMA, PARCEL ID# 21-6-24-4-001-
019.000, IN COMPLIANCE WITH SECTIONS 11-40-30 THROUGH 
11-40-36, SECTIONS 11-53B-1 THROUGH 11-53B-16, INCLUSIVE, 
OF THE CODE OF ALABAMA, AND IN COMPLIANCE WITH 
ORDINANCE NUMBER 05-14-06 OF COLUMBIANA, ALABAMA; 
AND CALLING FOR THE CITY TO CAUSE SAID DEMOLITION 
TO BE PERFORMED AND DIRECTING THE CITY ATTORNEY 
AND THE CITY CLERK TO CAUSE THE COST OF SUCH 
DEMOLITION TO BE CHARGED AGAINST THE LAND ON 
WHICH THE BUILDING OR STRUCTURE EXISTS AS A 
MUNICIPAL LIEN OR CAUSE SUCH COST TO BE RECOVERED 
IN A SUIT AT LAW AGAINST THE OWNER OR OWNERS  

 
 WHEREAS, the Appropriate Municipal Official of Columbiana, Alabama, 
determined that the condition of the building or structure located at 304 Old Highway 25, 
Columbiana, Alabama, Parcel I.D. Number 21-6-24-4-001-019.000 is in such a condition 
as to make it dangerous to the life, health, property, morals, safety, or general welfare of 
the public or the occupants. 



  
 WHEREAS, contemporaneously with the filing of “Finding of Public Nuisance, 
Notice and Order to Remedy and Notice of Lis Pendens” on February 13, 2015, a copy of 
same was sent via certified mail, properly addressed and postage prepaid, to: 
 

A. All person or persons, firm, association, or corporation last assessing the 
subject property for state taxes to the address on file in the Shelby County Revenue 
Commissioner's Office, 

 
B. The record property owner or owners (including any owner or owners of 

an interest in the subject property) as shown from a search of records of the office the 
Judge of Probate of Shelby County, Alabama, at the owner or owners’ last known address 
and at the address of the subject property, 

 
C. All mortgagees of record as shown from a search of the records of the 

office of the Judge of Probate of Shelby County, Alabama, to the address set forth in the 
mortgage or, if no address for the mortgagee is set forth in the mortgage, to the address 
determined to be the correct address by the Appropriate Municipal Official, 

 
D.  All lien holders of record as shown from a search of the records of the 

office of the Judge of Probate of Shelby County, Alabama to the address set forth in the 
statement of lien or, if no address for the lien holder is set forth in the statement of lien, to 
the address determined to be the correct address by the Appropriate Municipal Official, 

 
E. Such other persons who are otherwise known to the City Clerk or to the 

Appropriate Municipal Official who could have an interest in the subject property. 
 

 WHEREAS, contemporaneously with the filing of the “Finding of Public 
Nuisance, Notice and Order to Remedy, and Notice of Lis Pendens”, a copy of the same 
was posted at or within three feet of an entrance to the building on the subject property 
and posted in three public places located within the City: Columbiana City Hall, 
Columbiana Public Library, and Columbiana Water Works. 
 
 WHEREAS, notice that the Appropriate Municipal Official has made a finding 
that the subject property is a dangerous building because it is unsafe to the extent that it is 
a public nuisance and is subject to demolition and that a public hearing would be held on 
a certain date was also given to all interested parties and to the public at large by 
publication in the Shelby County Reporter. 
  

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Columbiana, Alabama while in 
regular session on Tuesday, June 2, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. as follows: 
 
 Section 1. A Public Hearing was held on Tuesday, April 7, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. 
and after due deliberation the Council of the City finds that the structure standing at 304 
Old Highway 25, Columbiana, Alabama, Parcel ID# 21-6-24-4-001-019.000 is unsafe to 
the extent of becoming a public nuisance to the citizens of the City and is due to be 
demolished in compliance with Sections 11-40-30 through 11-40-36 and Sections 11-



53B-1 through 11-53B-16, inclusive, of the Code of Alabama (1975), and Ordinance 
Number 05-14-06 of the City; 
 
 Section 2. That the City shall cause said demolition to be performed by its 
own employees and/or by contractor(s); and 
 
 Section 3. That the City Attorney and the City Clerk are hereby directed to 
cause the cost of such demolition to be charged against the land on which the building or 
structure is located and shall constitute a lien on the property for the amount of the 
assessment or cause such cost to be recovered in a suit at law against the owner or 
owners. 
 
 ADOPTED this the 2nd day of June, 2015. 
 
     APPROVED: ______________________________ 
       Stancil Handley, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: _____________________________ 
       J. Mark Frey, Clerk 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATION OF CLERK 
 
 
STATE OF ALABAMA ) 
SHELBY COUNTY  ) 
 
 
 I, J. Mark Frey, Clerk of Columbiana, Alabama, do hereby certify that the above 
and foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution duly adopted by the City Council 
of Columbiana, Alabama, on the 2nd day of June, 2015. 
 

 Witness my hand and seal of office this June 2, 2015. 
 
 
 
     ____________________________________ 
     J. Mark Frey, City Clerk 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Council member Mayfield moved and Council member King seconded the motion and 
Mayor Handley asked that resolution be given a roll call vote, results as follows: 
 
Yes    Council member Leslie Whiting   Yes    Council member Barbara Moore  
Yes    Council member Ricky Ruston   Yes    Council member Kim King 
Yes    Council member Ouida Mayfield   Yes    Mayor Stancil Handley 
 
Said resolution passed by unanimous vote of the Council and the Mayor declared the same 
passed. 
 

MAYORS REPORT 
 

• Destruction Update – Abatement 203 Old Hwy 25 – Maddox Property – Mayor informed the 
council that the house is gone.  Lot will be improved and readied for sale. 

 
• The Mayor briefed the council on the success of the hot dog vendor at Music on Main Friday 

night.  Last week’s work session including the Mobile Vendor / Food Cart Ordinance was 
rescheduled for June 9th at City Hall 6pm. 

 
• Mayor Handley reported to the council an issue regarding a city employee and his health 

insurance coverage.  Larry Campbell retired from the city several years ago and came back to 
work part time with the Street Department in 2009.  The council minutes regarding his 
employment stated that he would receive no additional benefits other than the city’s portion of the 
required medical insurance.  Upon his hire in 2009, a Local Government Health Insurance 
enrollment form was completed by the clerk and a clerical error was made indicating that he was 
a full time employee rather than part time.  The Local Government Health Insurance Board has 
notified the city that, as a part time employee, Mr. Campbell was ineligible for coverage and has 
presented an invoice in the amount of $21,140.23 to cover claims incurred and paid by them for 
Larry Campbell and stated that providers have up to 365 days to file claims and the City will be 
billed should any further claims be paid by them in the future.  Failure to pay the invoice may 
result in termination of group coverage.  The invoice will be placed in the next AP cycle on the 
10th of June.  City Clerk Mark Frey and City Attorney Bill Justice have not been successful in 
retaining the coverage for Mr. Campbell nor were they successful in the city not having to pay the 
invoice presented.  Ultimately, Mr. Campbell had two options: 1) remain with the city as a part 
time employee and not have insurance or 2) remain with the city as a full time employee eligible 
for health insurance coverage, but would have to give up retirement and pay back retirement he 
has received since coming to work in 2009.  Mr. Campbell stated that he wishes to remain with 
the city as a part time employee without insurance coverage.   

 
• The sale of the Elastic Corporation has not been completed.  The purchaser has been unable to get 

a clear bill of the chemicals.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Genetta Goodwin addressed the council regarding her mobile home located on Nelson Walker Road.  Ms. 
Goodwin had actually been citied by our police department for not having the required clearance from the 
city and/or county permits for her mobile home that is required by city ordinance.  The Mayor stated that 
it was not the intent of the city to deny anyone the use of their property, but it is the responsibility of the 
city to make sure that ordinances are followed.  Mayor Handley let Ms. Goodwin know that the first thing 
she needed to do is attend the next Planning and Zoning meeting on Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 7:00 pm. 
Mayor asked that Chief Vick be available for the Planning and Zoning meeting also.   



 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
• Liberty Day Cleanup – June 20th 7 am – 10 am / meet at the gazebo in front of city hall. 

 
There being no further business, Council member King moved that the meeting be adjourned, Council 
member Ruston seconded and the motion passed by vote of all members of the Council present.  Mayor 
Handley declared the meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________       ____________________________________  
Frances Sammons, Assistant City Clerk       Stancil Handley, Mayor 


