
 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBIANA, ALABAMA 

July 15, 2014 
 
The City Council of the City of Columbiana, Alabama met in a Regular Session in the 
Council Chambers of Columbiana City Hall at 6:00 p.m., Tuesday July 15, 2014.  Mayor 
Handley called the meeting to order and then asked City Clerk Mark Frey to call roll after the 
invocation and pledge. 
 

Present:  
Council member Leslie Whiting Council member Ricky Ruston
Mayor Stancil Handley   Council member Ouida Mayfield 
  

Absent: 
  Council member Kim King  Council member Barbara Moore 

A quorum was present.  
 

CONSENT AGENGA 
 

A. Approval of Minutes: July 1, 2014 – Regular Meeting 
B. Approval of Police Chief Lamar Vick to use the credit card to cover cost 

of meals and accommodations for the AACOP Conference in Orange 
Beach - July 28th - July 31st . Not to exceed $500. 

 
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 

 
Mayor Handley noted that several people are absent including Council member Moore who 
is recovering from surgery and Council member King who is the chaperone for the 
cheerleading squad. 
 

• Library – Summer reading is moving forward and everyone is enjoying the newly 
renovated library.  Mayor Handley thanked Dutcha for the job that she is doing at the 
Library.  He also said that bringing in the teen programs is making a huge difference 
for that demographic. Mrs. Lawson said that both patrons and the staff are enjoying 
the renovation to the Library. 

 
• Administration – City Clerk Mark Frey reported that he was out of town at the end 

of last week.  He stated that he will be providing a schedule for all of the department 
heads and the council in preparation for the 2015 fiscal year budget.  Everything is 
business as usual. 

 
• Environmental Services – Environmental Services department head Dale Lucas 

reported that he has had one of the control boxes for the plant rebuilt.  This was a 
tremendous savings ($5000+/-) to the city in lieu of ordering an entirely new box.  
Mayor Handley thanked Dale for always finding a way to save the City money.   
 
Dale reported that there was an anomaly with a lab report from our discharge water.  
After some investigation, it was discovered that the issue wasn’t a problem with our 



water – it was an issue with the lab that does our testing.  This issue has been 
resolved.   
 

• Rescue – Captain Matt Rush reported that Rescue had responded to 8 calls within 
24 hours last Sunday.  This is the busiest single day they have ever had.  Rescue 
also has started a Facebook page.  Last month they took a FEMA class to better 
understand how social media can be used in case of an emergency.  The new page 
will show who is on call, the supervisor as well as road closings. Mayor Handley 
asked when the new trucks would be brought into service.  Matt reported that the 
F350 4X4 has a new suspension system that has never been built.  Matt reported 
that the new trucks are expected in October.   

 
• Streets – Allen Reynolds reported that they are picking up more brush than ever 

before.  Cutting grass and picking up garbage.  Mayor Handley stated that he 
would like to have the Bugler publish the city’s policy about brush or debris 
generated by a contractor.  They are responsible for the disposal of the tree 
trimmings and debris.   
 
Council member Mayfield asked Allen about the mosquito spraying.  Allen 
reported that they would get started soon.  This is always very expensive.  Mayor 
Handley commended the streets and sanitation guys about their attitudes while out 
working and representing the City. 
 

• Police Department – Chief Vick reported that his department had been very busy 
in regards to the death of Johnny Patterson on the 100 Block of Looney Road.  
They received a call at 11:00AM on the 4th of July.  Within about 3 hours they 
had made their first arrest.  They received help from the Shelby County DA’s 
office with the crime scene.  The Chief commend his team for such a the quick 
response.  Shelby County evidence techs, forensics, our investigator and the DA’s 
office worked together on this case and had 2 people in custody within 4 hours.   

 
Mayor Handley said that we have great Police force here in Columbiana.  Our 
citizens feel safe and secure here.  The Mayor is still receiving phone calls of 
support for the drug bust that happened last month.  Chief Vick said that there is 
more to come.   

 
 

MAYORS REPORT 
 

Mayor Handley reported that the contractor was finishing up on the new park project.  
The plan is to continue on – one piece at a time paying for the park as we go.  As it 
stands; we will have a useable park at the completion of the dirt work.  Next on the 
schedule will be the bathrooms.   
 
The citizens of Columbiana have been charged with naming the new park.  The 3 names 
that are up for vote are: Columbiana Commons, Old Mill Square, and Old Towne Square.  
Everyone is encouraged to come by City Hall and vote for their favorite. 



 
Mayor Handley stated that the new Boy Scout Park looks amazing.  The Scouts have sold 
almost 100 of the veteran’s blocks and this has completely paid for the project.  Sid 
Wheeler and all of the Boy Scouts have worked so hard to get this project completed.  
The Cub Scouts and the Girl Scouts also worked together on the project.  Mayor Handley 
said that this project is the first time the he has seen all of them working together on a 
single project.   
 
This Saturday will be the first annual Shelby County Shindig BBQ Cook-off and 17 
teams are competing.  There will be free music, barbecue tasting and a beer tent.  This 
event starts at 10am and will be going until 8pm.   Admission is free.  The South Shelby 
Chamber of Commerce and the Shelby County Arts Council are co-sponsors of this 
event. 
 
Mayor Handley said that our litter problem is worse than it has ever been.  Mayor 
Handley has talked to Chief Vick and there will be a concerted effort to stop the littering 
that is going on in our City.  2 weeks before Liberty Day 40 – 50 people worked on 
getting the streets cleaned up.  That very afternoon, trash was already being thrown back 
on the roadway that had been cleaned.  The maximum fine is $500 and people are going 
to get a ticket if they litter. 
 
This year we are going to get the budget out on time.  Within the next month Mayor 
Handley will be meeting with every department head preparing this new budget. 
 
Dale asked about the electronic sign that Renasant Bank had offered to give the City.  
After much discussion and meeting with the sign people, it was determined that the used 
sign would already be outdated and we would have to put this project on hold for now. 
 
Park and Rec board – we will have a recommendation from Council member Ruston and 
Council member Whiting by the next meeting.   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
There being no further business, Council member Ruston moved that the meeting be 
adjourned, Council member Whiting seconded and the motion passed by vote of all members 
of the Council present.  Mayor Handley declared the meeting adjourned at 7:10p.m. 
 
___________________________   ___________________________ 
J. Mark Frey, City Clerk    Dr. Stancil Handley, Mayor  


