
 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBIANA, ALABAMA 

August 5, 2014 
 
The City Council of the City of Columbiana, Alabama met in a Regular Session in the 
Council Chambers of Columbiana City Hall at 6:00 p.m., Tuesday August 5, 2014.  Mayor 
Handley called the meeting to order and then asked City Clerk Mark Frey to call roll after the 
invocation and pledge. 
 

Present:  
Council member Leslie Whiting Council member Ricky Ruston
Mayor Stancil Handley   Council member Ouida Mayfield 
Council member Kim King  Council member Barbara Moore

Absent: 
  None   

A quorum was present.  
 

CONSENT AGENGA 
 

A. Approval of Minutes: July 15, 2014 – Regular Meeting. 
B. Approval of City Clerk Mark Frey to use the credit card to cover cost of 

meals and accommodations for Alabama Training Institute AAMCA 
Training in Tuscaloosa on August 27th -29th. Not to exceed $500. 

C. Approval of Marketing Director Helen Dean to use the credit card to cover 
cost of meals and accommodations for the aLABama Downtown 
Laboratory Conference in Montgomery- August 26th - August 27th. Not to 
exceed $200. 

 
Council member Whiting moved to approve the consent agenda with corrections as noted 
by Council member Moore and Council member Ruston seconded the motion which 
given to a vote and was approved unanimously by all members present.  
 

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 
 

• Fire – Chief Johnny Howard Jr. reported that his department is playing catch up.  
Working on truck maintenance, checking fire plugs and making sure that the 
vehicles and equipment will pass inspection. Chief Howard also said that the 
latter truck will go into shop tomorrow.  Mayor Handley asked about the ladder 
truck in regards to the ISO rating.  Chief Howard reported that it is still passing 
certification.  Council member Mayfield asked if we have had the inspection that 
we were expecting.  Chief Howard reported that the inspection has not happened 
as of yet. 

 
• Rescue – Captain Matt Rush reported that Rescue had 213 calls and 103 

transports.  Of the transports, 40 were transports within the City of Columbiana.  
Matt also reported that Rescue has been training for rope rescue and fire calls.  
They are also continuing to work toward opening a Montevallo station.  Matt also 



reported that people may see a white ambulance around town.  These are loaners 
provided until the new ambulances come in from manufacturer.  

 
• Library – Library Director Dutcha Lawson reported that summer reading had 

wrapped up for the teens.  Adult summer reading sign ups started today.  
Renaissance Bank contacted the Library about coming in on the 21st to do a 
workshop for business information for people who need help with business 
startups, taxes and banking.  The library is giving away book bags for the first 25 
people signing up.  Computer usage for the month of July was 957 separate 
logins.  This is just the work stations and doesn’t account for people coming in 
and using their own devices including: e-books, computers, phones and tablets. 

 
• Administration – City Clerk Mark Frey reported there are many projects in the 

works including the new City Park, Senior Center and the Trolly.  The Trolly is in the 
shop and we hope to have it back on the road soon.  The Pitts Drive Sidewalk Project 
is moving forward and we are communicating with the superintendent on the jobsite 
weekly to keep the public informed of the progress and traffic impact with this 
project. 
 
Council member Whiting asked if the mailboxes would be replaced after the sidewalk 
goes in.  Mark said that the mailboxes would go back up in the same place that they 
were originally.   

 
• Streets – Allen Reynolds reported that they are picking up brush and things are 

business as usual.  The State of Alabama came in and inspected the garbage 
trucks for the first time in quite a while.  The garbage trucks passed the inspection 
last week. 
 

• Environmental Services – Environmental Services department head Dale Lucas 
reported that his guys had to cut into Mildred Street in order to repair a sewer line 
last week. He is getting ready to do additional water samples to send to the State 
for the permit.  These extra samples are done every 4 years.  Dale also reported 
that he had met with the Mayor and finished up the preparation of his FY2015 
budget request. 
 

• Police Department – Chief Lamar Vick reported that everything was going well 
in his department.  He enjoyed the trip down to the Chiefs conference at Orange 
Beach last week.  He participated in an active shooter class and it was a good 
conference.  The next conference will be in Huntsville next February.  His 
department is still working on the drug detail and gearing up for school.  The first 
week of school will be a little crazy.  There was also some discussion about the 
littering problem that seems to be getting worse. 

 
 

Mayor Handley asked the Council for permission to change the agenda around a bit.  He 
asked Brigeta Taylor to address the Council.  Mrs. Taylor reported that she heads up a 
nonprofit program called Step Up.  This group targets at risk youth that need mentoring.  She 
spoke at length about her program and their work in this ministry.  Mrs. Taylor is asking for 



the use of the Rec Building on August 29th for an hour or 2 and on August 30th from 1 to 7 for 
this onetime training event.   
 
Council member Mayfield made a motion to waive the cost of the rental for this event which 
was seconded by Council member King.  The Council voted unanimously to waive the fee.  
 
Mayor Handley asked Cindy Hardin, with the Exchange Club to address the Council.  The 
Exchange Club is a nonprofit that is working out of Irondale.  They are looking for support in 
Shelby County.  Joyce Franklin is the Regional VP and also spoke to the Council. 

This group promotes Americanism and teaching our children the importance of pledging our 
flag and education about what sacrifices that have been made by our veterans.  In downtown 
Birmingham they are teaching and now they are expanding into Shelby County working on 
promoting child abuse prevention.  They offer a Christmas Program that is an outreach for 
any special needs children.  The goal is to Charter the Shelby County Chapter in September 
at a meeting in Pelham. 

Mayor Handley thanked the ladies for their work in this program and asked them to get with 
Marketing Director Helen Dean about having a write-up in the Bugler for this Shelby County 
branch of their organization.  

MAYORS REPORT 
Mayor Handley reported that he and City Clerk Mark Frey had gone to a meeting with the 
Birmingham Regional Partransit Consortium Board of Directors last week.  They proposed a 
couple of programs that may help our City with both reporting as well as funding.  

First: The Senior Van – there is a lot of stipulations that goes along with this van including 
requirements to keep up the maintenance, trip logs, maintenance logs, insurance and drivers.  
They propose, like many other cities, contracting with ClasTran to handle everything that 
goes on with the maintenance, fuel, upkeep and reporting that goes into having a bus that was 
received through a federal grant.  The bus will still be parked in Columbiana at night, but will 
be driven daily by a ClasTran driver in and out of town.  We will still retain ownership of the 
bus, but will allow ClasTran to lease it from the City.   

Payment of the lease is in the form of ClasTran providing all maintenance, reporting, 
insurance and drivers at no cost to the City.  There was some discussion by the Council and it 
was unanimous that the City tries this out for 3 months starting in September and ending in 
November to look at feasibility.   

Secondly:  City Clerk Mark Frey explained that the BRPC Board of Directors voted 
unanimously to provide 50% of the funding of our City Transit System (Trolly).  This also 
includes the hiring of some part time drivers so as to increase reliability in covering all the 
shifts.  The cost involved included; drivers, fuel, maintenance and insurance at a cost of 
approximately $4300 per month.  Half of this will be covered by the BRPC.  Council member 
Mayfield made a motion to accept this funding which was seconded by Council member 
King.  The council voted unanimously to accept this 50% matching funds. 
 
Mayor Handley addressed the Park and Rec Board appointments and potential for hiring a 
part time person that could give structure to this program.  He reports that there are bills that 



have not been paid and significant issues that need to be addressed about the Park and Rec 
program in our City.  As it stands, there is no one to call when there is an issue.  There is no 
supervision of the funds that are being collected.  There was some discussion about cost 
involved in hiring a Park and Rec Director and the Mayor would like to suggest going with a 
part time Park and Rec Director to move this program forward. 
 
Mayor Handley explained that in the past each League President would submit a finance 
report to the council.  The City has put a ton of money into Park and Rec and we don’t have 
any formal structure to make sure that things are being done correctly.  Mayor Handley asked 
Ricky or Les to speak about this.  Council member Whiting stated that we don’t need to rush 
into hiring someone until the new Board is set up.  

There was extensive discussion about many of the issues that are going on with this 
department and the leagues.  Mayor Handley asked the Council to be thinking about how to 
handle this in upcoming council meetings. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mayor Handley also reported that the old Health Department building will be torn down and 
a brand new Senior Center will be built on this site.   

Litter – the litter problem is getting worse.  Mayor Handley asked everyone to be on the 
lookout for offenders and report them. 

The Shelby County Arts Council has opened up the pottery exhibit last Sunday – Mayor 
Handley invited everyone to go and visit. 

Council member Ruston reported that he and Lauren are having another boy in December.   

Marketing Director Helen Dean reported to Council member Moore that the cost of seminar 
is $150.  She also said that the Columbiana Merchants and Professionals are working towards 
several Fall and Christmas events including a huge Shelby County Alumni event on August 
15th where the SCHS band will be playing as well as 3 gospel groups. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Joyce Lewis addressed the audience and said that she is here to thank the Council and Police 
Department for the drug clean up that has been done recently.  She is excited to thank the 
Council and PD for all the work done.  Mayor Handley thanked Mrs. Lewis for coming in 
and letting us see that the PD is making a difference. 

Teresa Whiting said that she wanted to thank Chief Vick for the professional manner that he 
conducted during the recent drug operation.   

There being no further business, Council member Mayfield moved that the meeting be 
adjourned, Council member Ruston seconded and the motion passed by vote of all members 
of the Council present.  Mayor Handley declared the meeting adjourned at 7:52p.m. 

 
___________________________   ___________________________ 
J. Mark Frey, City Clerk    Ouida Mayfield, Mayor Pro Temp 


