
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBIANA, ALABAMA 

September 1, 2015 
 
The City Council of the City of Columbiana, Alabama met in a Regular Session in the Council Chambers 
of Columbiana City Hall at 6:00 p.m., Tuesday September 1, 2015.  Mayor Stancil Handley called the 
meeting to order and then asked City Clerk Mark Frey to call roll after the invocation and pledge. 
 

Present:  
Council member Leslie Whiting  Council member Barbara Moore  
Council member Ricky Ruston   Council member Kim King 
Council member Ouida Mayfield  Mayor Stancil Handley

     Absent: 
  None.  A quorum was present.  

 
CONSENT AGENGA 

 
A. Approval of Minutes 08-18-2015 Regular Meeting. 
B. Approval of Minutes 08-18-2015 Special Main Street Meeting. 
C. Reappointment of Jack Mundy as Commissioner of the Columbiana Housing Authority.   

 
Council member Whiting moved to approve the consent agenda and Council member King seconded the 
motion which given to a roll call vote and was approved unanimously by all members present.  
 
Mayor Handley asked the Council if he could amend the agenda.  All of the Council in attendance voted 
to allow for the Mayor to add Boy Scout Troup 560 to the agenda.  The purpose of this addition was to 
hear request from two Eagle Scout aspirants.  
 

GUEST – BOY SCOUT TROOP 560 
 
The Mayor asked Eagle Scout aspirant, AJ, to address the Council.  AJ gave the Council information 
about his Eagle Scout Project.  He is requesting to install Trolly Stop signs around town.  The signs have 
been ordered and Scott Owen will be doing the lettering.  There are 11 post and 23 signs that will be 
placed at designated trolly stops.  The cost of his project is approximately $2300. 
 
The Council then heard from Eagle Scout aspirant, Ryan Harmon.  He has chosen the restoration of an 
iron fence at the City Cemetery that was built by Horace Ware to honor his wife and children.  The 
project consists of minor repair to the fence by cleaning, priming and painting of the fence.  Total project 
cost is approximately $1000 to $1400.  The fenced area is approximately 22’ by 18’.   
 
These Scouts are raising the money and providing the labor for both of these projects.  The Council 
unanimously voted to allow these Scouts to proceed with their Eagle Scout projects and thanked them for 
choosing to make a difference in the City of Columbiana.   
 

 
 
 
 

GUEST – DAVE BECHTEL AND GRACE CORBINO 
 



Mayor Handley welcomed special guests Dave Bechtel, our Waste Water Engineer, and Grace Corbino, 
with Blue Frog Technology, and asked Environmental Services Department Head, Dale Lucas, to 
introduce them to the Council.     
 
Dale explained that the City’s waste water plant was built in 1986 and all of the sludge that is produced 
by the plant is wasted to the lagoon.  Currently the lagoon is at 90% capacity and in the next 5 to 6 years 
the plant will be at 105% capacity.  There are a couple of options to consider including dredging, drying 
and hauling off the sludge as well as utilizing a bio dredge system. 
 
Mrs. Corbino made a presentation to the Council.  Her company is based out of Colorado and they sell a 
system that can treat the sludge instead of drying and hauling it off site.  This system digests the light 
fluffy sludge as well as the heavy dense sludge compacted in the bottom of the lagoon by moving water 
horizontally and promoting the growth of good microbes to digest the sludge by aerating the water.  One 
possible benefit of this program is potential cost savings and better results.  She is proposing 12 Blue Frog 
units for our lagoon at a cost of $241,289.  This proposal doesn’t include the cost of the vegetation clean-
out and electrical wiring of the units.  The ongoing electrical cost to run this system will be approximately 
$18,000 per year. 
 

 
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS  

 
Environmental Services – Dale Lucas reported that all is going well at the treatment facility.  There have 
been a few repairs out in the field performed by him and his crew.  His guys are preparing to take their 
Waste Water Test.  They have also moved into the new office.   
 
Streets and Maintenance – Allen Reynolds reported that his department has been busy picking up 
garbage and working on grass and brush.  For the first time in almost a year; Allen will have a full crew 
working.  The picnic tables that are down in the park across from Elvin Hill have been destroyed by 
youths riding skateboards and bicycles on them (using them as ramps).  He added that law enforcement 
needs to address these issues. 
 
Police Department – Chief Vick stated that Juvenile Court is the place that most of these vandalism 
instances are tried and typically the fines and restitution are very minimal.  Mayor Handley stated that the 
City has purchased 6 new picnic tables and before we put them in the park, we need to catch these 
delinquents.   
 
The Chief said that things have been slow in the last couple of weeks other than some minor crime here 
and there.  Mayor Handley asked Chief Vick about the 2 felony arrest within 2 days of our recent Town 
Meeting.  This area appears to be cleaner and there is a difference there.  Mayor Handley added that 
things seem to be quiet for now, but the PD is not backing down.  Chief Vick stated that the positive 
changes don’t happen overnight, but his department is working daily on reducing the crime.   
 
Admin – City Clerk Mark Frey reported that he is preparing all of the documents for the budget and 
scheduling work sessions in an effort to help the Council deliver the budget on time.  Mark also stated 
that he will be finishing up with the final 2 classes in his CPM class and graduating on October 14th.  
November will kick off his Election Training and more information will follow in the coming months 
regarding requirements for anyone wishing to run for office in the 2016 Election. 
 
 



Mayor Handley asked Marketing Director Jon Harrison to give a marketing report.  Jon reported that 
there are many events coming up including: Fall decorating contest, SCHS Homecoming, Karaoke on 
Main and Monster Walk. All dates are available on the City Calendar.  
 
Jon noted that the meeting with the State Cabinet Members was supposed to take place this month, 
however there is quite a bit of uncertainty in Montgomery at this time and the meeting has been 
postponed.  The old ECA building has space available for rent and this building is being put back into 
service. 
 
 

FAMILY DAY PROCLAMATION 
Mayor Handley declared September 28th 2015 as Family Day. 

 
 
Mayor Handley and the Council discussed the following ordinance: (first reading) 

ORDINANCE # 09-15-01    
 

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING BICYCLES, SKATEBOARDS, AND 
SIMILAR ITEMS IN PARK PAVILION  

 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF Columbiana, ALABAMA, AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 Section 1.  It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or ride a bicycle, tricycle, skateboard, or 
other similar means of transportation inside the fences at the city park on Washington Street across from 
Elvin Hill Elementary School. 
 
 Section 2.  Any person found to be in violation of this ordinance may be fined not more than 
$50.00 for each offense. 
 
 Section 3.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon its passage and publication or posting as 
required by law. 
 
The Council discussed this ordinance and its purpose in helping protect the City’s property from abuse 
and vandalism.  This will also aid our Police Department by granting additional authority to address the 
misuse of the pavilion.  This was the first reading and the Ordinance will be brought back for 
consideration at the next Council meeting on November 15th. 
 
 
Council member King introduced the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 09-15-02 
 

A RESOLUTION TO DECLARE SURPLUS PROPERTY –  
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT  

  
WHEREAS, the City of Columbiana, Alabama, has certain items of personal property which are no 
longer needed for public or municipal purposes; and 
 



WHEREAS, Section 11-43-56 of the Code of Alabama of 1975 authorizes the municipal governing body 
to dispose of unneeded personal property, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF COLUMBIANA, 
ALABAMA, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1.  That the following personal property owned by the City of Columbiana, Alabama, is not 
needed for public or municipal purposes: 
 

• Environmental Services Office Building located on Hwy 70 at the Waste Water Treatment 
Plant 

 
SECTION 2.  That the city clerk be, and hereby is, authorized and directed to dispose of the personal 
property owned by the City of Columbiana, Alabama, described in Section 1 above, by sale or by 
appropriate destruction of such property, whichever best serves the City of Columbiana, based on the 
value of the listed property.  
 
THEREUPON Council member King moved and Council member Mayfield seconded the motion that 
said resolution be given vote, and said resolution passed unanimously by roll call vote of all members of 
the Council present, and the Mayor declared the same passed. 
 
Adopted and approved this 1st day of September, 2015. 
 
 
 
Council member Ruston introduced the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 09-15-03 
 

RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2015 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET TO INCLUDE ADDITIONAL 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT  

 
WHEREAS, the following capital expenditures were not included in the passing of the FY 2015 Budget: 
 

• Air Conditioner Repair City Hall - Downstairs (PD) $5,410.00 
 
WHEREAS, the Capital Improvement Fund listed revenue for the FY2015 Budget, expenditures for the 
air conditioner repair were not anticipated or budgeted.  The Mayor and Council have determined the use 
of these funds are necessary, 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Columbiana that the City 
Council hereby authorizes the City Clerk to make the necessary amendment to the Fiscal Year 2015 
budget effective immediately, resulting in an increase to projected capital expenses in the amount of 
$5,410.00 and authorizes the transfer of funds as needed from the Capital Improvement account to the 
General Fund account in order to facilitate this repair. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk has prepared an updated budget, reflecting this 
change and all other changes to the Fiscal Year 2015 budget previously approved by resolution by the 
City Council and that it be presented today with an updated status of revenue and expenditures through 
November 4th, 2015. 
  



THEREUPON Council member Ruston moved and Council member Whiting seconded the motion that 
said resolution be given vote, and said resolution passed by roll call vote of all members of the Council 
present, and Mayor Handley declared the same passed.  
 
     Yea  Nay 

Leslie Whiting  __X__  ______  
Barbara Moore  __X__  ______ 
Ricky Ruston  __X__  ______ 
Kim King  __X__  ______ 
Ouida Mayfield  __X__  ______ 
Stancil Handley  __X__  ______ 

 
Adopted this 1st day of September, 2015. 
 
 
Mayor Handley and the Council discussed the following ordinance: (first reading) 

ORDINANCE # 09-15-04                      
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 358 TO PROVIDE MINIMUM 
CHARGE FOR PREMISES NOT CONNECTED TO SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM 

 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBIANA, ALABAMA, AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
 Section 1.  Article IX of Ord. No. 358 is hereby amended to add the following as Section 3: 
 
 “SECTION 3.  MINIMUM CHARGE FOR PROPERTIES NOT CONNECTED 
 
 Notwithstanding the charges and fees adopted by the City pursuant to Section 2 of this Article, 
the sewer service charges for properties using a legal private disposal system as permitted under Article 
IV, and which are not required to be connected to the POTW under Article III, Section 4, or any other 
provision of this Ordinance, shall not exceed the minimum charge for the type of property involved, 
regardless of the amount of water used.” 
 
 Section 2.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon its passage and publication or posting as 
required by law. 
 
The Mayor and Council had the first reading of an ordinance proposing a change to Ordinance No. 358.  
Mayor Handley recognized Andrew Moore during the discussion of this ordinance.  Andrew wanted to 
clarify that if no sewer was available at a residence – the citizen would not be charged.  The Mayor and 
Dale Lucas confirmed that no one is charged for sewer service if they do not have access to it.  The 
purpose of this amendment is to only charge the minimum for customers who have access but have 
elected to not tie to the sewer system.  Currently, in the event they have overages on their water bill, these 
customers are also charged overages on their sewer bill even though they aren’t tied to the sanitary 
system. 
 
Another concerned citizen asked about the pump station our on Nelson Walker Road and its replacement.  
Dale Lucas stated that the pump that was originally installed for this area was inferior and the City was 
replacing at no cost to the resident.  After this new pump is installed, all future pump repairs will be the 
responsibility of the homeowner. 



MAYORS REPORT  
 

• The Mayor received a request for support from Shelby County High school student, Noah Reece.  
Noah wears the “Wiley Wildcat” mascot uniform for Shelby County High School and has been 
selected to participate in the Citrus Bowl.  After some discussion, Council member King made a 
motion to allow the Mayor to use $250 from the Mayor’s Fund to help with expenses for this trip.  
This was seconded by Council member Whiting and a unanimous vote of all of the Council as 
Noah will be representing SCHS and Columbiana during this trip. 

 
• The Senior Center’s final inspection revealed a large punch list that needed to be addressed.  The 

final inspection was rescheduled in order to allow for time to address this punch list. 
 

• Mayor Handley stated that Robert Robinson helped the City acquire some very nice outdoor 
furnishing for the Senior Center patio area from Summer Classics.  These items were offered at a 
significant discount to the City and the Mayor wanted to expresses his gratitude to Robert and 
Summer Classics for their gracious assistance in helping our seniors. 
 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
• Mayor Handley recognized a citizen who lives on Wood Lane.  She stated that people  are 

parking in the street and the neighbor’s dog is tearing up garbage and using her yard for a 
bathroom.  Mayor Handley stated that the City has a nuisance ordinance that will help address 
these issues.  Chief Vick stated that if there is a vicious dog, the County’s Animal Control unit 
could be called in.  The Chief asked the citizen to contact the PD if the animal is being a nuisance 
so officers can go out and document what is going on and try to assist. 
 

• The Mayor recognized Mrs. Joyce.  She thanked the Council for considering additional facilities 
for youth activities.  The Main Street event brought a closeness that she has not seen before.  She 
encouraged all citizens to make a difference and do what they can to help our community.  She 
also noted that she works at the CEC there is a problem with speeders on Industrial Road.  She 
thanked the Mayor, Council and Police Department for making a difference for our City. 
 
Mayor Handley asked that the PD to step up patrols in that area and he asked Allen Reynolds to 
put up a second speed limit sign as well.  After some discussion by another citizen; Allen stated 
that he would be placing some speed limit signs up on Industrial as well as Nelson Walker Road. 
 

   
 
There being no further business, Council member King moved that the meeting be adjourned, Council 
member Ruston seconded and the motion passed by vote of all members of the Council present.  Mayor 
Handley declared the meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
___________________________   ___________________________ 
J. Mark Frey, City Clerk    Stancil Handley, Mayor  


	RESOLUTION 09-15-02
	A RESOLUTION TO DECLARE SURPLUS PROPERTY –
	Environmental Services Department

