
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBIANA, ALABAMA 

September 15, 2015 
 
The City Council of the City of Columbiana, Alabama met in a Regular Session in the Council Chambers 
of Columbiana City Hall at 6:00 p.m., Tuesday September 15, 2015.  Mayor Stancil Handley called the 
meeting to order and then asked City Clerk Mark Frey to call roll after the invocation and pledge. 
 

Present:  
Council member Leslie Whiting  Council member Barbara Moore  
Council member Ricky Ruston   Council member Kim King 
Council member Ouida Mayfield  Mayor Stancil Handley

     Absent: 
  None.  A quorum was present.  

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 
A. Approval of Minutes 09-01-2015 Regular Meeting. 
B. Approval of Minutes 09-08-2015 Council Work Session. 
C. Approval of Minutes 09-15-2015 Council Work Session. 
D. Recommendation of Department Head Lamar Vick for a one step merit increase for 

Lance Brown.  Moving from Pay Grade VI Step 9 to Pay Grade VI Step 10 effective 
on the next pay cycle. 

E. Recommendation of Department Head Lamar Vick for a one step merit increase for 
Jeff Bowers.  Moving from Pay Grade XI Step 5 to Pay Grade XI Step 6 effective on 
the next pay cycle. 

F. Recommendation of Department Head J. Mark Frey for a one step merit increase for 
Fran Sammons.  Moving from Pay Grade XI Step 3 to Pay Grade XI Step 4 effective 
on the next pay cycle. 

G. Approval for City Clerk Mark Frey to use the credit card for meals and 
accommodations at the AMROA Revenue Officer Training in Tuscaloosa.  Not to 
exceed $500. 

 
Council member Mayfield moved to approve the consent agenda with correction in the spelling of 
Harrison on previous minutes and Council member Whiting seconded the motion which given to a roll 
call vote and was approved unanimously by all members present.  

 
Mayor Handley read Ordinance 09-15-01 Columbiana Park Ordinance.  This was a 2nd reading and after 
much discussion the Council set the fine at $50 for the minimum and $250 for the maximum + court cost.   
 
Council member King made a motion to consider this amended Ordinance tonight at the first reading 
which was seconded by Council member Whiting.  The vote was unanimous to consider voting on the 
ordinance during the first reading.  The roll call vote results are as follows: 
 

YEA:  Council member Leslie Whiting  Council member Barbara Moore  
Council member Ricky Ruston   Council member Kim King 
Council member Ouida Mayfield  Mayor Stancil Handley

  
 NAY: None. 
 



Council member King introduced the following ordinance which was seconded by Council member 
Mayfield.  Following are the results of the roll call vote: 
 

YEA:  Council member Leslie Whiting  Council member Barbara Moore  
Council member Ricky Ruston   Council member Kim King 
Council member Ouida Mayfield  Mayor Stancil Handley

  
 NAY: None. 

 
ORDINANCE # 09-15-01                           

 
AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING BICYCLES, SKATEBOARDS, AND 

SIMILAR ITEMS IN PARK PAVILION  
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF Columbiana, ALABAMA, 
AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 Section 1.  It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or ride a bicycle, tricycle, 
skateboard, or other similar means of transportation inside the fences at the city park on 
Washington Street across from Elvin Hill Elementary School. 
 
 Section 2.  Any person found to be in violation of this ordinance may be fined not less 
than $50.00 with a maximum of $250 for each offense plus court cost. 
 
 Section 3.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon its passage and publication or 
posting as required by law. 
. 
 ADOPTED AND APPROVED THIS 15 DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2015. 
 
Mayor Handley read the following ordinance: 

ORDINANCE # 09-15-04                      
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 358 TO PROVIDE MINIMUM 
CHARGE FOR PREMISES NOT CONNECTED TO SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBIANA, 
ALABAMA, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 Section 1.  Article IX of Ord. No. 358 is hereby amended to add the following as Section 
3: 
 
 “SECTION 3.  MINIMUM CHARGE FOR PROPERTIES NOT CONNECTED 
 
 Notwithstanding the charges and fees adopted by the City pursuant to Section 2 of this 
Article, the sewer service charges for properties using a legal private disposal system as 
permitted under Article IV, and which are not required to be connected to the POTW under 
Article III, Section 4, or any other provision of this Ordinance, shall not exceed the minimum 



charge for the type of property involved, regardless of the amount of water used.” 
 
 Section 2.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon its passage and publication or 
posting as required by law. 
 
 ADOPTED AND APPROVED THIS 15TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2015. 
 
Council member Whiting moved to pass the ordinance which was seconded by Council member King.  
Mayor Handley asked City Clerk Mark Frey to explain this ordinance as related to the current sewer 
ordinance.  Mark explained the new ordinance and there were no questions.  The Mayor called for a roll 
call vote and the results are as follows:   
 

YEA:  
Council member Leslie Whiting  Council member Barbara Moore  
Council member Ricky Ruston   Council member Kim King 
Council member Ouida Mayfield  Mayor Stancil Handley

 NAY: 
  None. 

 
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS  

 
Admin – City Clerk Mark Frey reported that he has been working on the budget and this project should 
be wrapped up tonight.  Mark reported that he had received a letter from ALDOT today regarding the 
Pitts Drive project reimbursement.   This letter was confirmation of a $179,920.68 payment that we have 
coming back in to the City for Estimate 3.  
 
Streets and Maintenance – Allen Reynolds reported that his guys have been cutting grass and picking 
up brush and garbage.  They have also been putting tables together in the new Senior Center along with 
installing appliances.  There has been vandalism at the City Park that his guys have been working to clean 
and repaint as well.   
 
Environmental Services – Dale Lucas reported that his guys have been working on a piece of equipment 
that isn’t working.  He also has received some pricing for repairing the dips in the road on Mildred Street.  
These dips would cost $800 each to repair and there are over a dozen of these cuts.  Another area of 
concern is the road that connects Mildred Street over to the city’s fenced storage area.  (Behind City Hall) 
Resurfacing this area would cost $4300. 
 
Dale stated that he was waiting to get Skyler’s test back from the State and Chris was mailing his test off 
this week.  Smoke testing of the sewer main will start in October.  Homes and businesses will be notified. 
 
Fire Department – Chief Howard stated that everything was running smoothly.  He reported that the 
Helipad has been upgraded from Helipad to a Heliport and will be licensed as such.  The only thing that is 
required now is lighting that is used to illuminate the heliport at night.  (Approx. Cost $600.) 
 
He also distributed information to the Council about our Fire Department’s ISO rating.  The FD has 
dropped from a category 4 to a category 3.  TheChief reported that this was a great thing.  The Fire 
Training program was explained by one of our new Fire Department volunteers, Brett Ashworth.  The 
Council asked a few questions and expressed their appreciation for the work of the department. 
 



Police Department – Chief Vick reported that he has been looking at applications.  Officer Bradberry 
will be going to the St. Clair Sheriff’s Department.  There have been 2 arrest related to the vandalism at 
the City Park this past week.  This month officers will be going to several schools to make sure that their 
continuing training education is complete before the end of the year. 
 
Mayor Handley said that the recent vandalism arrests happened very quickly and he appreciates the speed 
that our PD identified the suspects and made arrests.  
 
Chief Vick has also purchased some different cameras that will be installed around the City and used to 
identify vandals committing these malicious acts. 
 
Library – Library Director Tom Rary reported that the Fall Adult Reading Program has kicked off.  30 
people have signed up for this program and it will end on December 4th.  The library is giving away a 
Kindle as well as Barnes and Noble and Outback gift cards.  Joe Phillips will be coming in on the 24th of 
September to show some early areal video of Columbiana during the late 20’s or early 30’s.    
 
The ACT prep course will be starting again and the University of Montevallo is providing the instructors.  
There is space for 25 students.  Circulation numbers are up 10 to 15% over last year.  There are many 
events happening at the Library and Tom encouraged everyone to come out and participate in the many 
events. 
 
Rescue – Coby Carden stated that he would be happy to answer any questions that the Council has about 
Southeast Shelby Rescue’s funding.  Rescue is a 501C3 and the City of Columbiana is supposed to 
provide a representative to sit on their board.  Emergency call numbers are on track to equal previous 
years.  
 
Mayor Handley asked Marketing Director Jon Harrison to give a marketing report.  Jon reported that the 
Fall Decorating Contest for all businesses is coming up.  Monster Walk is being held the end of the 
month.  The ECA building is available for rental and there is a tremendous amount of space available.  
The Shelby County High School is preparing for the 2nd annual Bond Fire that will be held at Old Mill 
Square Park on the last home football game of the year. 
 
 
Council member Ruston introduced the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 09-15-05 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2016 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET 

 
WHEREAS, the Columbiana City Council has been presented the 2016 Fiscal Year budget and 
has had the opportunity to review it prior to this council meeting; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of the City Council to approve a budget that is consistent 
with the revenue and expenditures reflecting their priorities for the City of Columbiana, 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Columbiana that the 
City Council hereby adopts the Fiscal Year 2016 budget to include projected revenues of 
$4,419,260.00 and projected expenditures of $4,419,260.00 for the fiscal year beginning October 
1, 2015, and authorizes expenditures consistent with the budget by the designated departments at 
the approval of the department head, and charges the City Clerk/Treasurer to monitor the budget 



to insure that each department remains compliant with their approved budget and to provide 
updates to the Mayor and subsequently to the Council as is necessary. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any expenditure not in keeping with the budget as adopted 
by the City Council, be presented to the Council in resolution form for consideration, and upon 
approval, result in the amendment of the current budget to maintain a balanced budget. 
 
THEREUPON Council member King moved and Council member Mayfield seconded the 
motion that said resolution be given a roll call vote, and the results were as follows: 
    Yea Nay     Yea Nay 

Leslie Whiting __X_ ____   Kim King  __X_ ____ 
Barbara Moore __X_ ____   Ouida Mayfield __X_ ____ 
Ricky Ruston __X_ ____   Stancil Handley __X_ ____  
  

Mayor Handley declared the same passed. 
 
Adopted this 15th day of September, 2015. 
 

MAYORS REPORT  
 

• The Mayor reported that the new Senior Center building has been turned over to the City and we 
are planning on a ribbon cutting in the next couple of weeks. Ali Payne is working to increase the 
number of programs and activities that the center will be offering.   

• Congratulations again for the Fire Departments improvement of the ISO rating. 
• Congratulations to the Police Department for the 2 felony arrest last week for drug dealing. 
• Thanks to the Shelby County Rescue for their hard work in improving their service for our 

community.   
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

• None. 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
• Mayor Handley recognized Mr. Billy Joe Walker who asked about the law as related to cell 

phone use.  Chief Vick stated that there is a state law about texting and driving.  In the event 
someone is in violation of the obstruction of driver’s mechanism – the police can step in and site 
a driver.  He also thanked the City for installing the new 15 MPH speed limit signs on Nelson 
Walker as well. 

• The Mayor recognized Mrs. Julia Garrett who is concerned about property at the corner of Nelson 
Walker Road and Wood Lane being overgrown.  The house is in disrepair and the lot is 
overgrown.  The Mayor asked that Allen Reynolds would go out and check the property and send 
the owner a letter. 

• Someone is dumping garbage at the substation out on Nelson Walker Road.  The Mayor asked 
Dale to take a look and see what can be done to address all of the garbage out on that area.  
Mayor Handley asked Chief Vick and Dale to keep an eye out and report back.   

   
There being no further business, Council member Ruston moved that the meeting be adjourned, Council 
member Whiting seconded and the motion passed by vote of all members of the Council present.  Mayor 
Handley declared the meeting adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 
 

___________________________   ___________________________ 
J. Mark Frey, City Clerk    Stancil Handley, Mayor  


